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Hello, 

In service to our goal of increasing opportunities for members and those seeking 
recovery to feel a sense of safety and belonging, we have been discussing ways in 
which the language we use to refer to people could be more inclusive. The 
Fellowship has been discussing this topic for several years now and more than 
three-quarters of respondents to the 2026 CAR Survey said they were willing to 
explore changes to the wording in NA literature to describe people without making 
reference to their gender. 

We are excited to announce that the proposed revision of IP #1 has been posted 
at na.org/genderproject. At the World Service Conference this year, conference 
participants agreed to create a draft version of IP #1 in which members are referred 
to in gender-neutral terms. As discussed at the WSC, we are not proposing changes 
to the Steps or Traditions this cycle.  

A number of participants at the conference explained that many members weren’t 
completely clear on what this type of inclusive language might look like—the 
parameters of this stage of these proposed revisions. Some said that they and/or 
their regions needed to see a draft in order to make an informed decision. The 
decision by the conference to start with IP #1 was a natural outgrowth of this 
conversation. 

 The four suggested wording changes are shown in the table below in bold: 

Who is an addict? “an addict is a man or a 
woman” 

“an addict is a person” 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fgenderproject%2f6x9w27%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,RMpbkjBPbMGbxTw7unqJr5nWEn4fIEo4Zx0R7XtS5Wk2clH6IH1rrV0jtu_MKQSyQV8AX_rt8iVKLHLqR53ZZTswBDU4JPm6mTX5GoQL&typo=1


What is the 
Narcotics 
Anonymous 
program? 

“fellowship or society of 
men and women” 

“fellowship or society 
of people” 

What… “regardless of age, race, 
sexual identity, creed, 
religion, or lack of 
religion” 

“regardless of age, 
race, gender, sexual 
identity, creed, religion, or 
lack of religion” 

Why are we here? “ahead of our families, 
our wives, husbands 
and our children.” 

“ahead of our families and 
loved ones.” 

This draft will be available for review and input by any member of the Fellowship 
until the end of October. The cover memo attached to the draft explains all this 
more clearly. Please read and share! 

The Fellowship input on IP#1 will help determine what next steps to take with the 
project. Any final decisions about approval of NA literature will be made by the 
Fellowship through the 2029 CAR. 

In other news… 

“Little by slowly,” as some of our members say, the online store is being improved. 
If you purchase literature, medallions, or gift products from NA World Services, you 
know it can sometimes be a challenge. We are happy to announce that we are 
doing what we can to improve the user experience in the webstore—including 
updated search capabilities. Some customers that shop at WSO-Europe may see a 
banner asking for permission to use cookies. We regret the inconvenience, but rest 
assured this is part of an effort to improve the online store to make the shopping 
experience easier and more enjoyable. Also, we recently updated the price lists, 
which include the newly revised versions of IP 21 (Item 3121) and H&I Basics (Item 
2101G). 

We are always grateful for your interest and involvement in Narcotics Anonymous.  

In loving service, 

World Board 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fpurchase-na-literature-%2f6x9w2b%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,0iduGv4DjN9Ixbx-DCOZ8oFeYBQgkiKG48584Oo1bi4dnNFzlX0Mus0gTORLGUeUsPogPxiz_ki0qXlQO4blVNvc0mEwAxeoAa1r7o4MOzWvW-UxgFoi&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2f2026-07-18%2f6x9w2f%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,9r_58zULgNuD7nz0W8v7e9cm8Fo_pf0cFXkB-7EKz0BP_wgnFeAE1hGeK29cFYniyHU93eX8XI60URInp5aqO4RymfkGYRiBOglEVJHYvGirDUtH6UWiZlU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fder-forms-and-discount-policy-%2f6x9w2j%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,wL4Wiuy-QmC8a5Osah7fk_1E-qlp_-8yZA6lMkgQoshKWOPH8kryG8B2zIOe-ykxQmW0SK-FR4rCpHjX8LlWLHDTdaNqDrXOwnIfeESvQ1cxpuaBjX_dN1OJEw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2f21-staying-clean-in-isolation-%2f6x9w2m%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,hWKd4jPjrzDGuO3fxulepanH2-gYzwtVNYrM1luM2HLl_lGwVPZiYkl_gapLqzy_m2fA54gLgn0ySrFWJ7kebGoUkMAT52Q_RIn1FhphAHr8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2ftaying-clean-in-isolation-3121%2f6x9w2q%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,6hb6_gVihmQql-HFbKB3h5d-5bluEsO_z3WVvn8VZH7qt0V28ZUmesug0q9PH31ePQAT9EduC-Ir0fsUmd1qDDmMbmJ2dTCOUztVUh_8VR8LgtjVXQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2f2026-07-HI-Basics-20260706-pdf%2f6x9w2t%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,NB8WSz3ShoenimK35j6SKFqKD56kOUvwHvVT9PZTlmh64kXoiYhvZsvalubCWrd_HFjOTvCxC1UgO4h6PvESdOqCs5dZgqMTCPIRvWjL&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fs-1-h-1-i-basics-revised-2101g%2f6x9w2x%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,6RINW6RTrxB4MiRzcL1ASzTV1ZMbst6YnDUZAnys8nOJs4B7WFuM7IgGdwWEE-ZCPU_8BlrwswK828U0z-oa2_mWZp0ywGxuV6ppj0Mfyz8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fs-1-h-1-i-basics-revised-2101g%2f6x9w2x%2f7501897587%2fh%2fUyYunAi1z9UMnjvtdt6wvAjpDd3Oke-rR9QdZYqPVwM&c=E,1,6RINW6RTrxB4MiRzcL1ASzTV1ZMbst6YnDUZAnys8nOJs4B7WFuM7IgGdwWEE-ZCPU_8BlrwswK828U0z-oa2_mWZp0ywGxuV6ppj0Mfyz8,&typo=1


All NAWS subscriptions are free. We are able to provide this service due, in part, to the generous 
contributions of our members. If you are a member, you can make a contribution here: 

Contribute  

 

 

You can opt out of receiving communication from NAWS by clicking the link below. Please be 
aware, if you choose this option, it will discontinue all email communications from NAWS 
including any email subscriptions you might have. Click here to unsubscribe from email 

communications. 
 
 

NA World Services 
19737 Nordhoff Place 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2fe%2f1004602%2fcontribute%2f6x868d%2f7470032168%2fh%2fBtZiM5Mf04R1LNYNievLQV4hvTdw_I12EIgyla4QJz0&c=E,1,tmLE_qUXqARbhxNeSWI0xrKamAsxnk3muT2gCeAY-MQX2py9J0Uglo-W8lnDNtkGaJ0fPj0s4wrZDhMUR5woqRx_aBQRZ8U6ndX-mvSGSOHsEM5lb-fU7A,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgo.na.org%2funsubscribeConfirm%2f1004602%2f1e2dcd5d50a8bb13d3d3ae3640b7c1b3d846a0327c0c71e7a2fbd63c72a0d468%2f7470032168&c=E,1,yCMgPWQ40wdyGpw9DGN5qjD0SxKU_b4ilpCeudPipuSTl9KkLCOx7PHoB7owlLOJVt5EMghPN3NFjn_vRVhWfl5vGfeilquRDXwL2phCVSKDZ-iNzB9wVxuSvErH&typo=1

