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Narcotics Anonymous 
recovery literature 
incorporating our adaptation 
of the Twelve Traditions is 
fi rst printed and used by 
members. 

The H&I can was a 
separate donation 
taken at most meetings 
to support and fund 
H&I services. It was 
discontinued in 1987. 

NA’s fi rst Ninth Tradition 
service board, the Board of 
Trustees, is established for 
the specifi c purpose of the 
continuation and growth of 
the Fellowship, ensuring that 
Narcotics Anonymous would 
never again come close to 
dying as it did in 1958-59. 
The Board is charged 
with the responsibility of 
interpreting and guarding 
the Twelve Traditions.
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4 Ten known meetings in 
existence
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6 The fi rst World Convention 
of NA is planned and held 
in November. The purpose 
of the event is threefold: to 
celebrate recovery, bring the 
existing NA groups together, 
and consider establishing a 
service offi  ce. 
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1 70 known meetings in the 
United States and Canada
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3 The NA Tree, our fi rst 
service manual, is written 
and printed. News of 
NA’s growth outside of 
California gives rise to a 
desire to describe a growing 
fellowship, and some NA 
members recognize the 
value of describing the 
relationship of the service 
structure to the fellowship, 
as spoken of in the Ninth 
Tradition. 
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The Board of Trustees 
approves the German 
translation of the Little 
White Book.19
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NA meetings begin in 
Europe. 
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7 NA begins to participate 
in major professional and 
international events. 
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An invitation to 
the 1978 National 
Institute on Drug Abuse 
Conference. 

NA meetings begin in Asia.19
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Cleantime keytags produced 
for distribution by the World 
Service Offi  ce. By June 2024, 
keytags are published 
in 65 languages.
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Publication of Narcotics 
Anonymous, the Basic 
Text of recovery, after 
approval by the World 
Service Conference. This 
pivotal point in our history 
provides a basis for 
fellowship development 
around the world, increased 
translation activity, and 
WSO development and 
expansion. 19
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NA meetings begin in 
South America. 

Regional conventions in 
Bogota, Colombia, and San 
Salvador, El Salvador. 19

8
3 There are 8,094 meetings 

registered with the WSO. 
With the addition of new 
meetings in Africa and 
the Middle East, NA now 
has meetings on every 
continent. 19
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The fellowship adopts 
consistent language changes 
in its literature that help NA 
establish an identity of its 
own. For example: “sober” 
is replaced by “clean,” “fi x, 
pill, or drink” is replaced 
by “drug” and “sobriety” 
becomes “recovery.” All 
references to alcohol as 
a separate addiction are 
removed. The language is 
revised to refl ect addiction 
as a disease and recovery as 
a process. 19
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First World Phoneline 
Directory is published to 
replace the discontinued 
World Directory of Meetings. 
Keeping an updated 
directory of meetings around 
the world proved to be 
impractical. 19
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The French Basic Text is 
the fi rst book translated by 
world services.   

Old language 

New language 
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Bi-lingual Convention of NA 
(Convention Bilingue de 
NA-CBNA), Paris 199019
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Publication and distribution 
of Just for Today, daily 
meditation book. This 
book was fi rst conceived 
and discussed at the WSC 
in 1985. Hundreds of NA 
members participated 
in providing input for 
the book.

The fellowship adopts the 
Twelve Concepts for NA 
Service at the World Service 
Conference meeting held in 
Dallas, Texas, USA. 19
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The fellowship adopts 
mission statements for the 
World Service Conference 
and NA World Services, 
and a vision statement for 
NAWS at the WSC held 
in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, USA. 
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This is one of the 
fi rst versions of the 
Little White Book, 
circa 1957-1959. 
In this version, there 
were no traditions. 

This is
fi rst ve
Little W
circa 19
In this
were n

Early drawing of the NA 
symbol by Jimmy K

Notes from fi rst 
organizational meeting

Jimmy K 

Doris & Frank’s house 
where early NA meetings 
and organizational 
meetings were held 

1963
According to an 
interview on record, 
the fi rst NA group 
inside an institution is 
formed in Walla Walla, 
Washington, USA. 

Two pages from the original, 
handwritten draft of Another 
Look, by Jimmy K 
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8 The number of NA meetings is growing 
and the need for them to communicate is 
apparent. The Voice of NA, precursor to The NA 
Way Magazine, is printed and distributed in 
February. This publication was discontinued, 
to reappear as The Voice in 1972. 19
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A vote at the World 
Convention authorizes the 
creation of the World Service 
Offi  ce. The WSO has had 
many homes over the years, 
ranging from the trunk of 
a car to its current location 
in Chatsworth, California, 
USA; with two branches 
(Europe and Iran) and two 
distribution centers (Canada 
and India).19
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The fi rst World Service 
Conference is held in 
November in Ventura, 
California, USA, in 
conjunction with the Sixth 
World Convention of NA. 
This meeting was a more 
formal business meeting 
than had occurred previously 
and was conducted using 
the model contained in 
The NA Tree. 19
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1986
WCNA 16 in London, 
England was the fi rst 
world convention 
held outside of the 
United States. 

The NA Fellowship 
celebrates 50 years with its 
30th World Convention in 
San Diego, California, USA. 2
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A 1989 issue of the 
United Kingdom 
Clean Times newsletter. 

2005
Iran branch offi  ce is opened 
in Tehran to oversee the 
Farsi literature production 
and distribution and provide 
fellowship services. The 
fi rst meeting in Iran was 
held in 1990. 

More than 750 stories are 
collected from members 
around the world for 
possible inclusion in a Sixth 
Edition Basic Text.2
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NA attends the World Health 
Organization Conference in 
Beijing, China. 
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2006
The World Service 
Conference authorizes the 
World Board to develop and 
publish service tools. The 
fi rst service material geared 
toward planning at a local 
level, the Area Planning Tool, 
is made available. 

2007
The fi rst service pamphlets, 
based largely on input 
gathered from Issue 
Discussion Topics and 
other fellowship feedback, 
are approved by the World Board. 

2007
First ASL translation of the 
White Booklet 

The youth IPs are the fi rst 
pieces of targeted literature 
published in decades.  
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25th anniversary of 
NA in Spain

2009
The world convention 
returns to Europe for the 
fi rst time since Paris in 1995 
with WCNA 33 in Barcelona, 
Spain.

2010
A Vision for NA Service, the 
fi rst major task of the Service 
System Project, is passed 
unanimously at WSC 2010.

2004

 
 

 

2003
First meeting in Slovakia

2004
First meetings in Bosnia 
and Estonia

g

2005
Bhutan, Dubai, and United 
Arab Emirates have their 
fi rst meetings.

2006
First meeting in Tanzania

2007
First meeting in Serbia

2008
First meeting in Montenegro

2010
First meeting in Macedonia

2011

2011

First meeting 
in Afghanistan

First NA meeting east 
of the Rocky Mountains 
at Eagleville Hospital in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
USA
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First area service committee 
meeting is proposed and 
held in the San Fernando 
Valley of Southern California, 
USA. The proposal was 
made because the regional 
committee was not meeting 
the local needs of the 
groups. This development is 
a signifi cant deviation from 
the “intergroup” structure. 19
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WCNA 15 is held in 
Paris, France.

WCNA 28, held in 
Cartagena, Colombia, 
was the fi rst world 
convention held primarily 
in a language other than 
English.

1997 
International Council 
on Alcohol and 
Addictions in Cairo, 
Egypt. Exhibit space 
wasn’t available, so NA 
members found a way to 
display some literature 
on a table outside a 
meeting room. 

The World Service Conference 
celebrates 25 years of 
serving the fellowship, at the 
meeting held in Southern 
California, USA. 19
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Recovery is a
reality for us today

has been proving itself

Lost dreams awaken 
and new possibilities arise

First known hospitals & 
institutions panel is held in 
Tehachapi, California, USA. 
A member who attended 
that group is still active in 
the Southern California NA 
community today.

The fi rst translated version 
of the Sixth Edition Basic 
Text is published in Spanish.

The Sixth Edition Basic Text 
is published, which also 
marks the 25th anniversary 
of the fi rst publication of the 
Basic Text. 
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This is a portion of 
the version printed 
in 1983. 

Together we can…
Choosing consensus

“Narcotics Anonymous is a life-saving program. Our founders envisioned a

worldwide fellowship of addicts when there was only one group and one meeting in

the world. Our founders established a world service structure to help to carry the

message to addicts everywhere, at a time when Narcotics Anonymous existed in

only one country unified by a single language and culture. With an unshakable faith

and belief in Narcotics Anonymous, born out of personal experiences of recovery,

the creation of the World Service Conference followed in 1976. Those members—

dreaming of a better day for addicts everywhere—embarked on a mission to bring

together those few NA groups, which existed at that time, into a unified fellowship.

Knowing from personal experience that the old lie, “once an addict, always an

addict,” was dead, that we do recover, our predecessors labored to ensure the con-

tinuation and growth of NA everywhere.”

“Much of the time spent at the conference is focused on building consensus on

important agenda issues from the fellowship and world services. Consensus-build-

ing requires hearing all points of view, mutual respect, and finding the common

ground that every participant can support, even when the eventual decision is not

exactly as every participant may desire. Adequate discussion takes time and may

occur in the conference meeting as a whole, in panels, or in small groups. Regard-

less of how these discussions occur, they require commitment from each partici-

pant to focus on the issues at hand. Only after adequate discussion and consen-

sus-building has occurred, does the conference enter a business session in order

to formalize its decisions.” (A Temporary Working Guide to Our World Service Structure,

May 2000, pages 6,7)

The above paragraphs capture the spirit of how we are taking steps to create

consensus-based decision-making. We have faced many challenges and obstacles

over the years, but inspired and fueled by our primary purpose, we pushed forward.

These are exciting times for the NA Fellowship with many of our predecessors’

dreams being fulfilled.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue from our members as they share their

thoughts and experiences with group conscience and how they attempt to em-

brace the ideal of consensus. �
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WCNA-32 Highlights  Meetingsschnappschuss: Helsinki, Finland  
Neue Faltblätter für den Dienst  WCNA-32 ASL DVDs 

Genehmigungsform der 6. Ausgabe des Basic Text  Kreis der Sponsorschaft  
Mitgliederumfrage  WCNA-32 Verkaufsartikel online erhältlich

Ein Meeting findet dann statt, wenn zwei oder mehrere Süchtige 
zusammen kommen, um einander zu helfen, clean zu bleiben.
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asic Text, K

apitel Z
w
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WCNA returns to 
San Diego, California, USA. 

2012

Living Clean: The Journey Continues 
is approved unanimously at WSC 2012. 

Highest number of Basic Text translations 
published in a single year: Sixth Edition in 
Farsi and the Fifth Edition in Bulgarian, 
Greek, Hungarian, and Polish

First Afri-can Zonal Forum is 
held in Tanzania, followed by the 
First East African Convention.

The 30th anniversary
Basic Text is published. 

Our literature is currently 
translated into 57 languages with 
more than 45 works in progress. 
NA now speaks 101 languages and 
holds more than 72,000 weekly 
meetings in 143  countries.  
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NA, as we know it, begins 
with our first meeting in 
the San Fernando Valley 
in Southern California,
Organizational meetings 
occur in August. The first 
recovery meeting is 
advertised in the local 
newspaper and occurs 
5 October at Cantara St. 
and Clybourn Ave. By 1959 
the fellowship survived 
near extinction, regrouping 
around the Rhodes and 
Moorpark meeting in 
Studio City.

Reel-to-reel tapes 
recorded at Los Angeles 
area NA meetings, were 
sent across the country, 
and as far away as 
Australia, to help carry 
the message and to 
offer encouragement to 
other addicts. 

As long as we are willing to stay clean and keep coming back, our recovery continues to unfold in ways we couldn't imagine. We are living clean, and every day the journey continues.
Living Clean: The Journey Continues

The Basic Text is the first eBook published.

The NA Fellowship celebrates 
60 years at the 35th World Convention 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.

2015
JFT daily email (English), launched in 
2004, surpasses 99,000 subscribers.

2015
First European Service Learning Days 
April 2015—Berlin, Germany

2015
WCNA 36, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: 
Second Bilingual WCNA 

2014                  
First Multi-Zonal Service 
Symposium September 2014 
draws attendees from  44 US 
regions to St. Louis, Missouri, USA 
and  three members participate 
from other countries via Skype.

2013
Meeting finder/Just for Today mobile app and m.na.org 
mobile website launched. Meeting finder increases local 
NA communities’ awareness and practice of providing 
NAWS with updated meeting information. 

19
6

1

Examples of The NA Way Magazine 
covers over the years. It started 
as a newsletter, evolved into a 
magazine format, and then to 
a journal-styled publication. 
The NA Way is currently 
published in seven languages.

First print-run copies of the 
Basic Text. There were also 
two copies produced with a 
gold-lettered, silver cover.

NA meetings begin 
in Sydney, Australia/Pacific Rim. 
A letter was received describing 
five stable existing NA groups 
in Sydney, Australia.

By June 2024, it 
is translated into 
16 languages.

Published in 1993.
By  June 2024, It Works: How and Why 
is translated into 21 languages.

Published in 1998.
By June 2024, The Narcotics Anonymous 
Step Working Guides is translated into 
19 languages.

Sponsorship book published.
By June 2024, it is translated 
into eight languages.

By June 2024, they’re translated 
into 19 languages.

By June 2024, they’re translated 
into 24 languages. 

In 2013, there are 
more than 18,000 
weekly meetings.

2014
Originally published as a service 
pamphlet, An Introduction to NA 
Meetings was approved at WSC 
2014 as IP #29.

2016
Guiding Principles: The Spirit of 
Our Traditions is published

First WSC to make formal decisions 
without parliamentary procedures. 
First WSC’s virtual full participation of 
RDs/RDAs from Iran & New Zealand.  

2018

2018
WCNA 37, in Orlando, Florida, USA
A record number of institutions were 
connected to World Unity Day, with 
24,000 members online for the 
meeting. The convention also set a 
WCNA record with over 21,000 
registrants. 

2016
First Chinese delegate attends 
the Asia Pacific Forum

European Delegates Meeting 
does a PR presentation to the 
EU Parliament

2014
New structural options for service 
bodies offered by the Service 
System Project approved by the 
2014 World Service Conference 
and now included in an appendix 
to A Guide to Local Services.

2017
Women’s Fellowship 
development becomes a 
standing committee of the 
Asia Pacific Forum.

2018
First Sponsorship Day—
Annually, 1 December

2018
The NA Service Prayer is approved

2018
First NA Cuba Convention 

2019
First PR week—Annually, the first week in 
June, with the theme We All Are PR

2019
First Service Day—
Annually, 1 May

2019
$832,315 in Free & Subsidized lit (the most 
to date) from World Services to incarcerated 
members and NA communities in need.

2021
Virtual marathon meetings launched 
during the global shutdowns celebrate 
their first anniversary providing online 
meetings around the clock. Some of 
them, such as iommna.com, are still 
going in 2024.  

2021
90 pieces of new translated lit 
(the most to date)

2021
NA literature first becomes available 
to incarcerated addicts on inmate 
tablets when World Services forges an 
agreement with Arizona Department 
of Corrections and Reentry. As of 
2024, World Services now has 
agreements with three tablet 
providers who make NA literature 
available to 1.2 million US inmates.

2022
A Spiritual Principle a Day is 
published

2022
60th Anniversary White Book 
published, including 85 stories 
from 14 languages.

2022
Fellowship contributions to 
World Services are at an all time 
high this fiscal year, exceeding 
$2.2M.

WCNA 38 in Washington DC 
may be the largest World 
Convention yet.

WCNA Unity Day—a record 
number of prisons will be 
connected to the Unity Day 
meeting, including new places 
for Unity Day hookups such as 
Israel and online prison 
meetings hosted by the Latin 
American Zonal Forum.

2024
World Services begins listing all 
virtual meetings on one web 
page: virtual.na.org.

2018
Zonal delegates (from zones with at least 
two unseated communities) become 
ongoing voting members of the WSC.

2020
First online World Service 
Conference is held. 

2020
Audio versions of the Basic Text 
are posted on na.org/audio for 
free download or streaming. By 
June 2024 there are 11 language 
versions posted.

2020
IP #30, Mental Health in Recovery 
is published

2020
World Services launches an 
Instagram account 
@narcoticsanonymous 

Publication of The NA Way 
Magazine and Reaching Out are 
halted due to the disruption 
caused by the COVID 19 
pandemic. Publication of 
Reaching Out resumes in 2023.

2023
The NA Fellowship votes to recognize 
virtual meetings as groups.

2023
For the first time, there are more 
NA meetings reported in Iran than 
in the United States, and the 
majority of delegates to the World 
Service Conference are from outside 
the US.

2023
World Services launches a fully 
collaborative strategic planning 
process

2023
A Vision for NA Service 
revised to include 
gender-neutral language

2023
First inmate tablets are 
available outside the US 
in Sweden


